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The boat and the actions that surround it should be evoked or
suggested rather than represented mimetically.
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Characters

THE ONE

THE OTHER


THE ONE

I didn’t want to

I just did it

THE OTHER

You just did it

THE ONE

I just did it

Short pause

THE OTHER

It just happened

But you were

so afraid it would happen

Short pause

You said that to me

quite short pause

You told me about it

THE ONE

I know

Pause

THE OTHER

And then it happened

Quite short pause

Exactly that which you were afraid would happen

Quite short pause

Exactly that which you were afraid you would do

quite short pause

it happened

Short pause

THE ONE

It did

Pause

THE OTHER

It’s awful

THE ONE

I’m fine

THE OTHER

Really

THE ONE

I’ve gone now

I left with the wind

THE OTHER

You left

THE ONE

I’ve gone

Short pause

I’m not here any more

breaks off

THE OTHER

You’re not here

THE ONE

No I’m not here

Short pause

THE OTHER

But

THE ONE

What

THE OTHER

Okay

short pause

right

short pause

but life

quite short pause

it’s not too bad

is it

quite short pause

there are so many places

you could be

THE ONE

short pause

Yeah there are

or maybe there’s

nowhere

quite short pause

but then you have to

well

quite short pause

people have to be somewhere

short pause

I can’t bear the noise

quite short pause

I can’t bear the noise other people make

I can’t bear the noise of everything

quite short pause

it weighs me down

it overwhelms me

Quite short pause

THE OTHER

You want to be on your own

THE ONE

I can’t be on my own

THE OTHER

You can’t be on your own

you can’t be with anybody else

THE ONE

I can’t bear all the noise

THE OTHER

You need quiet

THE ONE

I need quiet

quite short pause

and I want

everything to be less visible

THE OTHER

Visible

THE ONE

Everything’s so visible

everything can be seen

the things that people hide with what they say

the things maybe they don’t even know about themselves

I see all of that

THE OTHER

You don’t want to be around other people

THE ONE

No

THE OTHER

But you don’t want to be on your own

Why don’t you want to be on your own

THE ONE

Because if I’m on my own

then all I can see is myself

and all I can hear is myself

quite short pause

And I don’t like that

quite short pause

obviously

quite short pause

I mean

breaks off

THE OTHER

Isn’t it better though

THE ONE

No it’s not better

quite short pause

of course it’s not better

quite short pause

it’s worse

THE OTHER

Don’t you like yourself

THE ONE

No

THE OTHER

You don’t like other people

and you don’t like yourself

THE ONE

Yes

short pause

that’s about the size of it

Pause

THE OTHER

What is it you don’t like

about yourself

THE ONE

I don’t like that I’m worthless

THE OTHER

You’re worthless

THE ONE

Yes

Pause

THE OTHER

How can you say that

Of course you’re not worthless

You’re worth so much

THE ONE

Alright I’m not worthless

short pause

but if I’m on my own

quite short pause

and all I can hear is myself

right

then

breaks off

THE OTHER

Then what

THE ONE

Then there’s nothing there

quite short pause

and then I start getting heavy

THE OTHER

You start getting heavy

THE ONE

Yes

THE OTHER

Heavy

THE ONE

I turn into a rock

quite short pause

and it gets

the rock

gets heavier and heavier

quite short pause

I get so heavy

that I can barely move

quite short pause

so heavy that I

that I sink

quite short pause

down and down

quite short pause

down under the sea

I sink

down to the bottom

and then

quite short pause

I just lie there

at the bottom of the sea

Heavy

Motionless

THE OTHER

And then

right when you’re a rock

quite short pause

then

then you don’t say anything

THE ONE

I can barely speak

quite short pause

it’s a struggle

to get a single word out

to extract a single word

quite short pause

and then

when the word is out

when the word has been spoken

it feels so heavy

quite short pause

that it drags me down too

quite short pause

it makes me sink and sink

THE OTHER

Is that what it’s like

The words get heavy

THE ONE

Yes

Short pause

THE OTHER

But why is it like that

THE ONE

It’s just the way it is

Short pause

THE OTHER

You’re a rock

Quite short pause

And you’re grey

quite short pause

like a rock

THE ONE

Yes

quite short pause

like

breaks off

No not exactly

THE OTHER

What

not exactly

THE ONE

Not grey

THE OTHER

What do you mean

THE ONE

You said grey

It’s not grey

THE OTHER

No

THE ONE

No because it’s nice

grey

THE OTHER

Nice

THE ONE

Yes nice

and ugly

quite short pause

grey is the bare little islands and reefs

look out there

look over there

You see the little islands and the reefs

They’re all grey

THE OTHER

It’s nice

quite short pause

and ugly

THE ONE

Yes

THE OTHER

Like the fog

THE ONE

yeah like the fog you see out

in the ocean

a bit like the fog

quite short pause

perhaps

Quite short pause

No it’s not grey

like the fog

quite short pause

more like

THE OTHER

What

THE ONE

continues

more like

okay

yeah maybe

yes maybe more like a concrete wall

THE OTHER

It’s like everything is just a concrete wall

THE ONE

I’m a concrete wall

that’s breaking into pieces

THE OTHER

That must hurt

THE ONE

Of course it hurts

THE OTHER

Does it just hurt

THE ONE

Yes

THE OTHER

All you are

quite short pause

is a concrete wall

that’s breaking into pieces

THE ONE

And falling apart

quite short pause

falling into rubble

THE OTHER

You’re rubble

THE ONE

No I’m the breaking

no not that either

THE OTHER

The cracking

THE ONE

Yeah in a way

quite short pause

maybe

quite short pause

maybe I’m the cracking

THE OTHER

You’re the cracking

THE ONE

Yes

quite short pause

or

quite short pause

all this is just words

just something you say

THE OTHER

You’re a concrete wall

That’s cracking to pieces

THE ONE

It’s just words

Pause

THE OTHER

But

quite short pause

okay will you tell me

quite short pause

what makes it better

why you like

to go

quite short pause

out on the water

THE ONE

Well I could

Short pause

THE OTHER

Well do

THE ONE

I

pause

I

right

short pause

can you see over there

the little islands and the reefs

over there

points

those cliffs

the grey ones

the pure grey cliffs

quite short pause

and can you see the rocks on the beach

big

round

grey

can you see them

quite short pause

there

over there

THE OTHER

Yes

THE ONE

And can you see that cove

quite short pause

there

where the little island sort of spreads its legs

quite short pause

where it makes a cove

points

over there

can you see that

THE OTHER

Yes

THE ONE

We could anchor there

The boat would be safe there

Quite short pause

Do you want to

Quite short pause

Do you want to go there

THE OTHER

Okay

short pause

we could do

THE ONE

Come on then

THE ONE pushes the tiller and the boat glides slowly towards the cove.

THE OTHER

It looks quite nice there

Quite short pause

And the sea looks calm

Quite short pause

All the islands and the reefs

And the ocean

quite short pause

out there

quite short pause

is that the open ocean

THE ONE

Yes

THE OTHER

And then

right in front of us

between us and the ocean

on this side of that little island

is a nice sheltered cove

THE ONE

And we can cast anchor there and

quite short pause

if we want to

we could stay there till tomorrow

THE OTHER

Is it safe there

THE ONE

The weather’s perfect

THE OTHER

The wind won’t pick up

I mean there’s a bit of fog

Isn’t there out there on the ocean

THE ONE

No

quite short pause

no I don’t think so

THE OTHER

Are you sure

THE ONE

Well you can never be quite sure

Pause

Let’s sail there

THE OTHER

Okay let’s

THE ONE

You want to

THE OTHER

Why not

THE ONE

Great

Pause

THE OTHER

You like everything to be silent don’t you

THE ONE

Yes

Quite short pause

THE OTHER

Is that why

you like

being at sea so much

THE ONE

Maybe

THE OTHER

Do you like being at sea so much

because you want everything to be silent

THE ONE

I don’t know if I do want it to be silent

And there are noises on the water too

Creaking

Fluttering

Screeching

Short pause

THE OTHER

But you don’t like noise

THE ONE

No

quite short pause

or

breaks off

THE OTHER

And it’s quiet on the water

quite short pause

the sounds are really quite quiet there

THE ONE

Yes

quite short pause

in a way

it is quiet out there

THE OTHER

But when life lives things can be heard

things can be seen

That’s just how it is

THE ONE

That’s right

Pause

THE OTHER

And you don’t like that

Pause

You don’t like that life lives

Pause

Because if you had liked that

breaks off. Pause

But you like being on the water

THE ONE

Yes

Pause

No

quite short pause

no

quite short pause

no I

breaks off

THE OTHER

What

THE ONE

Well

quite short pause

I’m here

I have my place

everyone has their place

I have my place

Everything has its place

Short pause

THE OTHER

But you shouldn’t be here

quite short pause

should you

not here in the boat

I mean

breaks off

THE ONE

I am here

THE OTHER

But you don’t want to be here

THE ONE

I don’t want to be anywhere else either

THE OTHER

You don’t want anything

short pause

is it possible not to want anything

quite short pause

when you’re cold

you want to put some clothes on

quite short pause

don’t you

or warm up

somehow

THE ONE

Yes

Pause

THE OTHER

And when you’re hungry

or thirsty

right

breaks off

THE ONE

Then you want something to eat

or something to drink

THE OTHER

That’s right

Short pause

And don’t you want those things

THE ONE

Now and then

Pause

THE OTHER

Then you do want something

THE ONE

Maybe

quite short pause

if that’s what it means to want

THE OTHER

Isn’t it

THE ONE

Maybe it’s only because we’re here that

breaks off, quite short pause

that all those things

breaks off, quite short pause

yes all those things you’re talking about

breaks off, short pause

THE OTHER

Maybe

Pause

But if someone

Me

right if I hit you

THE ONE

Then I’d try to defend myself

THE OTHER

Isn’t that about wanting

THE ONE

It might be

Quite short pause

Or it might just be because it really hurts getting hit

Pause

THE OTHER

But life must live

THE ONE

Life must live

THE OTHER

And you

quite short pause

you don’t like that

THE ONE

No I do

THE OTHER

How can you

quite short pause

how

OK I

breaks off

THE ONE

Because it isn’t always like that

THE OTHER

It’s not always like you’ve said

THE ONE

No

short pause

no it can be different sometimes

every now and then it isn’t like that

THE OTHER

It’s different

at sea

THE ONE

Yes

Pause

THE OTHER

And when you were a child

was it like that then

THE ONE

No

THE OTHER

What was it like then

THE ONE

Then everything was in motion

Pause. THE ONE goes and lifts up the anchor

But now

quite short pause

we’re here

look

we’re in our cove

THE OTHER

Right

THE ONE drops the anchor

THE ONE

But

quite short pause

right why don’t you go out on the deck

quite short pause

go to the bow

and get ready to moor the boat

quite short pause

the rope

lives up in the bow

points

yes there

there in that crate

points

but hurry up

points

right

now go now

THE OTHER

And then what

THE ONE

quite short pause

Then

when we reach the shore

right

then you jump off

THE OTHER

And then what

THE ONE

Then you moor the boat

THE OTHER

Right

THE ONE

Well go on then

We’ve not got all day

Hurry up

THE OTHER

Right

quite short pause

I am hurrying actually

Can’t you tell

THE OTHER goes out on the deck and walks forward, finds a rope

THE ONE

Now

jump now

Quite short pause

Go on jump

Jump ashore

THE OTHER jumps, slips, falls, hurts himself

Did you hurt yourself

THE OTHER

I slipped

THE OTHER tries to stand up, gets to his feet, but is in pain

THE ONE

Are you alright

THE OTHER

Yes

quite short pause

I think so

I just bashed myself a little

THE ONE

Right

THE OTHER

But I’m alright

THE ONE

Now tie the rope there

quite short pause

yes there

quite short pause

to that bolt you see over there

THE OTHER

I’ll try

Pause

THE ONE

Is it sore

THE OTHER

A bit

yeah

short pause

THE ONE

Right

But hurry up will you

please

THE OTHER

Okay

short pause

now what do you want me to do

THE ONE

You’ve got to tie the rope to that

quite short pause

to that bolt you see over there

THE OTHER

And then what

THE ONE

And then you get back into the boat

THE OTHER

I can’t get back

The boat’s too far away

THE ONE

Just pull it towards you

THE OTHER

Okay

Quite short pause

THE OTHER pulls the boat a little further in

I can’t get it any closer

THE ONE

No

Short pause

Can you get back on board

THE OTHER

I’ll have a go

THE OTHER jumps and grabs the rail and crawls back on deck

THE ONE

That didn’t look easy

THE OTHER

No

quite short pause

no

but I did it

THE ONE

Yup

Pause

THE OTHER

And now ok right

quite short pause

now that the boat’s moored

breaks off, quite short pause

what happens now

Pause

THE ONE

Well

Short pause

When you’ve cast anchor

then

quite short pause

then

quite short pause

then you have yourself a drink

THE OTHER

A wee dram

THE ONE

It’s just what you do

short pause

shall I pour us one

THE OTHER

Yeah

A drink would be terrific

THE ONE goes to fetch a bottle and glasses

THE ONE

I think it’s exactly what we need

THE ONE gives both glasses to THE OTHER, pours, takes one glass

That’ll hit the spot

Short pause. THE ONE puts the bottle down

Cheers

THE OTHER

Cheers

They raise their glasses and drink

THE ONE

Oh that’s lovely

Pause

Great here

isn’t it

quite short pause

the grey reefs

all bare

nothing grows here

quite short pause

the bare little islands

all grey and black

and the rocks on the seashore

the round rocks

quite short pause

and then

out there

short pause

behind there

there’s the ocean

quite short pause

and there

is where the ocean and sky meet

quite short pause

the ocean’s so calm

THE OTHER

Yeah

THE ONE

Nothing grows here

quite short pause

it’s all grey rock

THE OTHER

And there are so many little islands here

so many reefs

Quite short pause

And the ocean

And the sky

Long pause. THE ONE fills their glasses, they drink

THE ONE

I do like a drink

THE OTHER

Yeah

Short pause

THE ONE

And it’s so quiet here

THE OTHER

All you can hear

is the sea lapping against the boat

THE ONE

Yes

and we just float

nice and light

quite short pause

we’re so light

it’s sort of like

quite short pause

there’s wind in us

THE OTHER

It’s like we’re rolling

THE ONE

Yes

Yes that’s good

THE OTHER

And the boat’s rolling

THE ONE

Rolling lightly

Rolling gently

quite short pause

that’s exactly the way it is

THE OTHER

We’re so light

We’re as light as the wind

quite short pause

nearly

THE ONE

And we’re rolling too

high up here

quite short pause

lightly

with the boat

THE OTHER

Yes

Pause

Yes

quite short pause

we’re so light

quite short pause

yes

quite short pause

but you

quite short pause

a while ago

you said

that every now and then

you were so heavy

quite short pause

that you were a rock

THE ONE

Yeah

Short pause

THE OTHER

What did you mean by that

THE ONE

Nothing

THE OTHER

You must’ve meant something

THE ONE

They were just words

It was just something I said

I didn’t mean anything

THE OTHER

Just something you said

THE ONE

Yes

quite short pause

yes just words

THE OTHER

Rock

The word rock

THE ONE

It’s just something you say

THE OTHER

Right

THE ONE

Yup

quite short pause

it’s not real

quite short pause

you try to say how something is

by saying something else

THE OTHER

Because you can’t say

how it really is

THE ONE

No

quite short pause

no of course you can’t

Short pause

THE OTHER

It just becomes words

THE ONE

Words words and more words

Pause

THE OTHER

But what you said

quite short pause

right that thing about being a concrete wall

which is cracking

THE ONE

That was badly put

THE OTHER

It was an image

THE ONE

Yes

quite short pause

yes I suppose you could

call it an image

THE OTHER

And an image

breaks off

THE ONE

Yes I suppose it says something

quite short pause

something small

quite short pause

but mostly it says something wrong

quite short pause

something that’s not supposed to be said

THE OTHER

An image

should say how something is

quite short pause

because you just can’t say it any other way

That’s the whole point of it I suppose

THE ONE

Yes

I think so

THE OTHER

But in the end it always says something else

THE ONE

That’s what I think

quite short pause

I think maybe all words are like that

quite short pause

but the essence of something

how it really is

you can’t communicate that

because right

that’s not a word is it

THE OTHER

It’s something that is there

Quite short pause

And something that isn’t

breaks off

THE ONE

Yes

Short pause

But

short pause

all those things I say

I know

People shouldn’t say things like that

Short pause

I know

There’s no point in saying anything really

But

quite short pause

but I

quite short pause

I’m alive

so I’ve got to say something

quite short pause

And now

breaks off

THE OTHER

Yes what now

Quite short pause

What happens now

THE ONE

Does something have to happen

THE OTHER

Well we can’t just stay here

quite short pause

in the boat

quite short pause

THE ONE

Course we can

THE OTHER

Well we could

THE ONE

It’s so quiet now

THE OTHER

Yeah

quite short pause

yes now everything alive

is quiet

Short pause

THE ONE

Don’t you love it

THE OTHER

Yes I do

THE ONE

Not really

THE OTHER

Well no I do

quite short pause

but I don’t think I understand it completely

quite short pause

I don’t think I completely understand

what’s so good about it

THE ONE

No

THE OTHER

Can you tell me

THE ONE

No

quite short pause

no it’s the same

THE OTHER

As before

THE ONE

Yes

Pause

Yes I really like it

I just like

everything when it’s so quiet

quite short pause

and the light wind

I like that too

quite short pause

I like

quite short pause

being light

rocking gently

in the heavy boat

quite short pause

It’s good

THE OTHER

Yeah

THE ONE

I just like being in the boat

THE OTHER

Yes

quite short pause

I think I

breaks off

yes me too

I like the smell of the sea as well

Short pause

And I like looking

at the rocks on the seashore

quite short pause

or the reefs

or the little islands

Quite short pause

I like looking at

the sky

And at the ocean

And I like

quite short pause

just being in the boat

I didn’t think that I

would like that

But I do

THE ONE

Yeah

Pause

I like

that out there

quite short pause, points

is the sea

cold and dangerous

calm and vast

quite short pause

and if you lie there

short pause

in the sea

it wouldn’t take long

breaks off

THE OTHER

You’d freeze to death really quickly

You’d be dead

quite short pause

be gone forever

THE ONE

That’s right

Pause

We’re completely attached to

breaks off, short pause

without the boat

short pause

a couple of steps to the right

short pause

and we’re finished

THE OTHER

Short pause

But do you quite like

quite short pause

do you quite like thinking about that

THE ONE

Yes

quite short pause

I do

THE OTHER

Isn’t it frightening

THE ONE

Yeah

Yes of course it is

THE OTHER

Because

quite short pause

this boat’s really small

breaks off

THE ONE

Yeah

THE OTHER

And on the sea

on the ocean

this big wide ocean

you might have to be there

on the boat

for days

for weeks

THE ONE

Yeah

Short pause

THE OTHER

And you’d like that

THE ONE

Yes

THE OTHER

Always

THE ONE

No not always

Pause

THE OTHER

When don’t you like it

THE ONE

When I’m on my own

THE OTHER

You don’t like being on your own in the boat

THE ONE

No

THE OTHER

Why not

THE ONE

No

short pause

it’s nothing

THE OTHER

Say it

THE ONE

No

THE OTHER

Do you get frightened

THE ONE

Yes

no

quite short pause

no not frightened exactly

but

breaks off

THE OTHER

What are you frightened of

THE ONE

Of

breaks off

THE OTHER

Say it

THE ONE

I get frightened that I’ll jump

THE OTHER

Jump into the sea

THE ONE

Yes

Pause

THE OTHER

Do you think about that a lot

THE ONE

All the time

THE OTHER

You think about it all the time

when you’re on your own in the boat

THE ONE

Yes

quite short pause

well not exactly think

but

breaks off

THE OTHER

You’re on your own a lot

in the boat

THE ONE

Yes

THE OTHER

And it’s always there

THE ONE

Always

Short pause

THE OTHER

As a thought

THE ONE

Not exactly as a thought

quite short pause

or maybe as a thought

quite short pause

but

short pause

yes as a thought as well

quite short pause

but

I think mostly as a fear

quite short pause

no that’s wrong

THE OTHER

That’s just words

THE ONE

Yes

THE OTHER

But it’s something that’s close

It’s there

quite short pause

not quite as a thought

not quite as a fear

but as something close

THE ONE

Yes

quite short pause

yeah maybe

THE OTHER

Do you ever forget it

THE ONE

Yes

quite short pause

that happens

quite short pause

no

Pause

THE OTHER

It’s close to you all the time

THE ONE

Pretty much

THE OTHER

But you don’t think about it

when you’re not alone

in the boat

THE ONE

No

quite short pause

no then

then it goes

Pause

THE OTHER

There’s

breaks off

THE ONE

There’s not much I can say about it

THE ONE wants to refill THE OTHER’s glass, but he holds up his hand

THE OTHER

No thanks

not for me

THE ONE fills his own glass

It was nice

but

breaks off

THE ONE

Yeah

THE OTHER

It calms you down

a drink does calm you down

THE ONE

It does

Pause

THE OTHER

So

quite short pause

so here we are

in the boat

short pause

and

short pause

THE ONE

Shall I get us something to eat

Just something simple

THE OTHER

That’d be nice

that

THE ONE

Or we can set sail

THE OTHER

And then what

THE ONE

Then we sail

THE OTHER

And then what

THE ONE

And then we could find ourselves another cove

where we could cast anchor

THE OTHER

pause

Is that all

THE ONE

Yes

Short pause

I think so

Pause

THE OTHER

Perhaps we could head off for a bit

THE ONE

Course we could

THE OTHER

I wonder if it is safe here

I’m just thinking about tonight

The wind could pick up

And the ocean

quite short pause

the ocean’s just there

The fog’s settled out there

It’s foggy out on the ocean

And out there

between us and the open sea

all there is is that little island

the grey rock

THE ONE

I know

Quite short pause

But I don’t think the wind will pick up

Quite short pause

The ocean’s still

The sky’s clear

THE OTHER

It might not

Quite short pause

THE ONE

I’ll get us something to eat

THE OTHER

That’d be nice

THE ONE goes and lights the stove, places a pan on it, opens a tin and pours the content in the pot

I am

I am a bit hungry actually

THE ONE

Food always tastes better at sea

THE OTHER

I could do with something to eat

THE ONE

Yeah

Long pause

But you

THE OTHER

What

THE ONE

Food always tastes better at sea

Okay

but I thought

breaks off, quite short pause. THE ONE stirs the pot

THE OTHER

What

THE ONE

No nothing

Quite short pause

I’ll lay the table

Short pause. THE ONE fetches plates and cutlery, lays the table

THE OTHER

Would you like a glass of wine with your food

Have you got any wine

THE ONE

Yes

yes I have

Short pause

I’ll open a bottle of wine

THE ONE goes to get a bottle of wine, opens it, pours one glass for THE OTHER and one for himself

THE OTHER

I’m really hungry now

It must be true

that you get hungry

being out at sea

THE ONE

Yes

THE OTHER

It must be the sea air

quite short pause

well it must be something

THE ONE

It must be

THE ONE lifts his glass

Cheers

THE OTHER lifts his glass

THE OTHER

Cheers

They drink. Pause

THE OTHER

But well

quite short pause

life

right it’s not all that bad

It’s not always

breaks off

THE ONE

No

THE OTHER

Sometimes its good

to be alive

THE ONE

Yes

THE OTHER

It’s only every so often that you

well

how did you put it

that you’re a rock

or something

THE ONE

Yes

quite short pause

yes a lot of the time I’m not

THE OTHER

No

Pause

THE ONE

But

quite short pause

do you know

I think the food might be ready

It just needed warming up

It’s quite a simple meal

You know

THE OTHER

I know that

THE ONE

Simple but good

I hope

THE ONE puts his glass down, goes and fetches the pot

It’s food anyway

And I hope

you’ll enjoy it

THE ONE serves THE OTHER

Here you go

THE OTHER

Thank you

THE ONE serves food to himself and puts the pot away and THE OTHER starts to eat

Mmm

Lovely

This is delicious

THE ONE

Yeah I can’t wait for mine

THE ONE starts to eat. Pause

THE OTHER

Yeah

Short pause

Life’s not all that bad

is it

quite short pause

there’s good food

quite short pause

this is really good

good simple food

it’s lovely

quite short pause

and the wine

there’s good wine

too

quite short pause

and it’s good to talk to people

quite short pause

to be together

quite short pause

and even if

right

yeah even if you have those thoughts

quite short pause

you know that thing about jumping

you still like being in the boat

don’t you

THE ONE

Well

quite short pause

yes that’s true

quite short pause

it’s just every so often

that I

breaks off

THE OTHER

That you kind of

quite short pause

can’t move

quite short pause

that you’re a rock

sort of

THE ONE

Yes

Short pause

THE OTHER

And then

short pause

it helps

to have a drink

a wee dram

quite short pause

a glass of wine

doesn’t it

THE ONE

Yes

THE OTHER

And to imagine things

short pause

what I mean

what I’m trying to say is

quite short pause

that that helps

too

THE ONE

And in a way

even being on the water

is something you imagine

kind of

quite short pause

isn’t it I mean

even if you are there

THE OTHER

For sure

Short pause

Everything is

imagined

somehow

created

somehow

made up

isn’t it

quite short pause

even if it actually happens

it’s still imagined

quite short pause

it exists somewhere else too

in a way

quite short pause

it happens anyway

doesn’t it

in words

or

breaks off, short pause

I mean

breaks off

THE ONE

Yeah

Long pause

THE OTHER

The food was lovely

THE OTHER lifts his glass

Cheers

then

THE ONE lifts his glass

THE ONE

Yeah cheers

They clink glasses

But

THE OTHER

What

THE ONE

But right

short pause

I don’t know you

THE OTHER

No

quite short pause

maybe not

maybe not all that well

quite short pause

but you know me

quite short pause

you know me a bit

at least

Pause

THE ONE

I want to say something to you

quite short pause

but I don’t know what it is

THE OTHER

Right

THE ONE

I want to tell you something

THE OTHER

short pause

But you can’t get it out

THE ONE

No

quite short pause

I only know

that I want to say something

tell you something

quite short pause

because to live

breaks off

THE OTHER

To live

THE ONE

Yes to live

quite short pause

it’s

I mean

You have to

breaks off

THE OTHER

What

THE ONE

No it’s nothing

Pause

THE OTHER

And now

quite short pause

now that we’ve eaten

yes

quite short pause

yes what do we do now

THE ONE

Now we can head on our way

THE OTHER

Right

Pause

I’ll clear the table

THE ONE

I can do it

THE OTHER

No I’ll do it

And then I’ll do the dishes

THE ONE

The dishes can wait

THE OTHER

And you can have a drink

THE ONE

Will you have one with me

THE OTHER

No thanks

THE ONE pours himself a drink and THE OTHER clears the table, puts the dishes in the sink

And then we’ll head on our way

Quite short pause

That’ll be nice

I think maybe I’m starting to like it here

out on the water

Pause

But

quite short pause

right

pause

is there anything else you like to think about

THE ONE

I don’t have to think about anything any more

THE OTHER

Don’t you

THE ONE

No

THE OTHER

You’re feeling better now

THE ONE

Yes

Pause

THE OTHER

That’s good

Pause

THE ONE

So now

quite short pause

now

quite short pause

we’ll set sail

quite short pause

and first

quite short pause

first we’ve got to do what we did when we dropped anchor

you’ve got to go out on the deck

and pull the boat towards the shore

THE OTHER

Okay

THE ONE

And then you’ve got to jump ashore and

quite short pause

untie the rope

pull the boat to the shore again

jump on board

coil up the rope

and put it in the crate

on the deck

THE OTHER

Right

THE OTHER goes out on the deck, pulls the boat towards the shore, jumps out, slips, lays on the rock

Fuck

It’s bloody slippery here

THE OTHER gets to his feet and unties the rope, pulls the boat in

How can I get back on board

It’s completely impossible

THE ONE

You’ve got to try

You’ve just got to jump

Just try

THE OTHER

I can’t

THE ONE

Try to pull the boat a bit closer in

THE OTHER

Right

THE ONE

Does that work

THE OTHER

A bit

I’ve got it a bit closer

THE ONE

Can you get hold of the gunwale

THE OTHER

No

THE ONE

You can’t

THE OTHER

No

THE ONE

Pull it closer

THE OTHER

I can’t pull it any closer

THE ONE

The keel’s stuck on the bottom

THE OTHER

Right

THE ONE

Can you reach it

THE OTHER

I’ll try

THE OTHER just manages to get hold of the gunwale and he jumps and crawls onto the deck, gets to his feet

That was close

THE ONE

I’ll pull us out and haul anchor

THE OTHER coils up the rope and puts it in the crate and THE ONE hauls the anchor

I told you you could do it

THE OTHER

Only just

THE ONE

So

THE OTHER

Where are we going

THE ONE

On a little ocean journey

I think

THE OTHER

The sea’s calm

THE ONE

Fairly calm

But there’s a nice gentle wind

THE OTHER

Don’t take us too far out

THE ONE

I won’t

quite short pause

of course I won’t

THE OTHER

Just

a little way out

THE ONE

Yes

Pause. THE ONE stands with his hand on the tiller and THE OTHER stands next to him and looks forward

THE OTHER

The ocean’s terrifying

THE ONE

Yes it is

THE OTHER

It fills up everything there is

THE ONE

But it’s beautiful

the ocean’s beautiful too

THE OTHER

Kind of

THE ONE

You don’t think it’s beautiful

THE OTHER

Its mostly frightening

short pause

but we don’t need to go too far out do we

THE ONE

No

quite short pause

a bit further than this though

we’ll have to venture a bit further out

THE OTHER

A little bit further

THE ONE

Yes

Long pause

THE OTHER

You’re heading straight out to sea

THE ONE

I know

Pause

THE OTHER

Why

THE ONE

You may as well get out on the ocean

really

now that you’re in the boat with me

now you’re out on the water

THE OTHER

What if the wind picks up

With that fog out there

THE ONE

But the sea’s really calm

The sky’s so clear

Quite short pause

It’s a good wind

THE OTHER

But it changes really quickly

on the ocean

THE ONE

It can do

quite short pause

yes

THE OTHER

Why don’t we turn back

THE ONE

Not yet

quite short pause

a little bit further

quite short pause

we’ve got to go a bit further out

A little bit further

Long pause

THE OTHER

Can we turn back

please

Long pause

I’m getting a bit frightened

THE ONE

Right

Pause

I’ll turn back

Long pause

THE OTHER

You’re still heading straight out

you’re steering

straight out to the ocean

Long pause

I’m getting frightened

quite short pause

I’m frightened

THE ONE

Not seriously

THE OTHER

I am

THE ONE

You’re not

quite short pause

this boat’s so solid

she’s safe

quite short pause

the weather’s perfect

quite short pause

there’s a good wind

quite short pause

everything’s fine

THE OTHER

But I’m very frightened

THE ONE

Me too

THE OTHER

You too

THE ONE

Yes

Pause

THE OTHER

Then why don’t you turn back

quite short pause

why don’t you

THE ONE

Well

THE ONE keeps heading straight for the open ocean. Long pause

THE OTHER

Don’t go any further

THE ONE

I won’t

THE OTHER

Turn back then

Long pause

We’ve gone far enough now

quite short pause

stop messing around

quite short pause

turn back

please

THE ONE

Well

quite short pause

soon

I’ll turn back soon

THE OTHER

Tell me what it was you wanted to say

you said you wanted to say something to me

what was it

THE ONE

I didn’t want to say anything

I’ve not got anything to tell you

Long pause

THE OTHER

Tell me why you did it

THE ONE

No I

Short pause

I

breaks off. Pause

THE OTHER

You

THE ONE

I

breaks off

THE OTHER

Yes

quite short pause

say it

THE ONE

I

breaks off

no it’s nothing

THE OTHER

Say it

Pause

THE ONE

I was always afraid that it was going to happen

I thought it would happen

I was terrified it would

THE OTHER

Right

THE ONE

And then it did

THE OTHER

Yes

THE ONE

It just happened

THE OTHER

Yes

Short pause

THE ONE

There’s nothing anybody can say about it

Quite short pause

And now I’ve gone

THE OTHER

Short pause

Why though

quite short pause

why did it happen

THE ONE

There’s no reason

I knew it was going to happen

And then it happened

Pause

THE OTHER

Right

Short pause

Why don’t you turn back

THE ONE

Well

quite short pause

Alright I’ll turn back soon

Pause

THE OTHER

What happened

THE ONE

I

breaks off

THE OTHER

No

Quite short pause

No don’t say anything

Short pause

You

quite short pause

yes

quite short pause

yes when we’d come right out onto the ocean

when we could only just make out the lighthouse

way back there

then

quite short pause

you remember

you

THE ONE

Interrupts

Yes

Long pause

This is a good wind

THE OTHER

Yes we’re making good ground

Short pause

THE ONE

Why don’t you take the tiller

you

THE OTHER

No I daren’t

THE ONE

Go on

take it

THE OTHER takes the tiller

Just hold it steady

hold this course

THE ONE goes out on the deck

THE OTHER

No don’t stand there

Not out here

In the middle of the ocean

Why are you doing that

Why are you standing there

Come on

Sit back down

Quite short pause

The wind’s picking up

The waves are getting big

I daren’t do this

We’re closing in on the fog

Take the tiller

please

I’m frightened

Come on

Don’t stand there

It’s dangerous

THE ONE

It’s not

quite short pause

it’s fine

this

THE OTHER

Don’t stand there

Come on

No don’t do that

Come back

The waves are getting really big

Come back

I’m scared

Quite short pause

I don’t want to steer the boat

You

take the boat

Quite short pause

Come back

Be careful

Please come back

THE ONE

I will be careful

Very long pause

THE OTHER

And then he stood there on the deck

He stood there and looked

quite short pause

and then

quite short pause

right then

then he sort of stumbled

quite short pause

and then he lay there in the sea

quite short pause

and I grabbed a life jacket

and I threw it to him

and the waves were huge

quite short pause

but he didn’t reach for it

quite short pause

and the waves rolled over him

quite short pause

he was above the waves

quite short pause

he was under the waves

quite short pause

he lay there in the water

and the waves were getting bigger

quite short pause

I grabbed the boathook

I tried to reach him

I tried to get hold of him

but he pushed the boathook away

quite short pause

he was above the waves

quite short pause

he was under the waves

quite short pause

and then I saw him drift away behind the boat

quite short pause

and I

quite short pause

I had never sailed a boat before

I didn’t know anything

In the middle of the ocean

the boat just drifts

the sails flapping

what am I meant to do

I pushed the tiller

nothing happened

the boat just kept drifting

and then

suddenly

the boat drifts forwards

but where is he

I look for him

I shout

where are you

he’s nowhere to be seen

I’ve got to find him

I’ve got to get hold of him

the boat drifts forwards

I push the tiller

the boat stops

the sails flap

the boat lies there

and then it drifts backwards

and I look for him

I shout out

Where are you

the boat calms down

the sails flutter

I push the tiller

the boat drifts forwards

I look for him and look for him

I shout

Where are you

I shout again

Where are you

I look

The boat drifts forwards

I look and look

I push the tiller

the boat drifts forwards

I look and look

But I can’t see him

THE ONE

I’ve gone

THE OTHER

I shout out

Where are you

The boat drifts forwards

I shout out

Where are you

The boat drifts forwards

I wait

I shout out

Where are you

THE ONE

I’ve gone

THE OTHER

I wait

The boat drifts forwards

I push the tiller

The boat drifts forwards

I’ve got to do something

Long pause

I look out over the water

quite short pause

and all I can see

is the open ocean

Everything’s empty

Just ocean

Just sky

Just empty

just black

just white

and the waves

so big now the waves are

quite short pause

I look towards shore

quite short pause

and way back in there

quite short pause

way back in there I think I see the lighthouse

quite short pause

and now the waves smash against the boat

And I can’t stay out here any more

I wait

I shout out

Where are you

The boat drifts forwards

I wait

I push the tiller

The boat drifts forwards

I hold the tiller steady

and the waves

the waves have become huge

black and white waves

and the sky is turning black

The ocean is black

I shout out

Where are you

I shout out

I don’t know what to do

I look towards the lighthouse

I head towards the lighthouse

I look back

I shout out

Where are you

All I can see is the black sky

And the black ocean

And the black and white waves

And the boat dives down and climbs up

And the boat’s up

then it’s down

I see the lighthouse

I head towards the lighthouse

I hold the tiller steady

And the boat goes up and down

THE ONE

I’ve gone

THE OTHER

I shout out

Where are you

THE ONE

I’m not frightened anymore

I’m not heavy anymore

I’m only weight

and I’m not weight

I’m motion

I left with the wind

I am the wind

THE OTHER

I look towards the lighthouse

I shout out

Where are you

THE ONE

I’ve gone

THE OTHER

I shout

Where are you

THE ONE

I’ve gone now

THE OTHER

And the boat moves up

and down

up

and down

and the waves

the black waves

the white waves

quite short pause

and then the rain

And then it rains

And the wind fills the sails

And the boat rises up and up

even higher

and then falls down and down

all the way down

and then up

quite short pause

and I look towards the lighthouse

I hold the tiller

Long pause

THE ONE

I’ve gone away now

Long pause

THE OTHER

But why did you do it

THE ONE

I just did it

THE OTHER

But you were so scared of doing it

THE ONE

I was terrified of it

And that’s why I did it

I knew I would

Short pause

I was too heavy

quite short pause

and the sea was too light

And the wind moved so fast

THE OTHER

I thought it was just something you thought about

something you were afraid of

THE ONE

I did too

I thought it was like that too

THE OTHER

But then you did it

THE ONE

I know

THE OTHER

Why did you do it

THE ONE

I just did

Quite short pause

We were in the boat

And I just did it

Quite short pause

I did it because I was so heavy

THE OTHER

You did it

THE ONE

I’ve left

THE OTHER

You did it

THE ONE

I did it

THE OTHER

And you did it

right

because

breaks off

THE ONE

I’ve gone now

I left with the wind

THE OTHER

You’ve gone now

THE ONE

I’ve gone

I left with the wind

I am the wind
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