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				Thank you to my family for their endless encouragement; to Michael, Nan and Groundwood for making a wish come true with this book; and to my dad, who taught me to stop and take in the magic of the world. 

				— E.A.

			

		

		
			
				This book is for Miriam Barry. I will always be so grateful to your mother, Sheila. And she was always so very proud of you. 

				— S.O’L.
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				The time was long past when I should have been dreaming, but I lay in my bed, owl-eyed and awake.

			

		

		
			
				Start of Content
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				Dad appeared in my doorway.

				“Can’t sleep?” he asked. “Come on. We’ll go for a walk.” 
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				My little brother was in the crib with his bottom up in the air as usual.

			

		

		
			
				My big sister was in her bunk with the ladder pulled up after her. 
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				And in the living room, my mother was sleeping in front of the television because she likes to watch movies with her eyes shut. 
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				I had been out after dark before, but this time was different. 
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				We were going out just to be out. 

				And it was just Dad and me.
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				We walked from one island of light to the next like explorers. Seen by night, everything seemed new and strange.
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				When the world is dark, the lighted windows of people’s houses mean that you see everything you don’t see by day.
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				In one house there were lights on in every room. 
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				The next house only had one lonely light shining.
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				I saw for the first time that the sad-looking woman’s shop was also a home. 

				And that she wasn’t always sad.
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				In one house a big family was eating a meal too late for supper and too early for breakfast. They were so happy it made me happy too.
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				Was it always like this when I was asleep in my bed at night? So many people everywhere!
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				“When I was a child we lived in the country,” said Dad. “I could walk for miles without ever seeing another house or a neighbor.” 
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				I’ve always lived here, surrounded by people I know and people I don’t know.
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				I can’t imagine living anywhere else.
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				I belong here and here belongs to me.
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				I am home.
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				Sara O’Leary is a writer of fiction for adults and children. Her highly acclaimed picture books include A Family Is a Family Is a Family, illustrated by Qin Leng; Owls Are Good at Keeping Secrets, illustrated by Jacob Grant; and The Boy and the Blue Moon, illustrated by Ashley Crowley. She has also written the award-winning series of Henry books and This Is Sadie (adapted for the stage for New York City’s Children’s Theater), illustrated by Julie Morstad. Sara writes for children’s animation and teaches at Concordia University in Montreal. 

				Ellie Arscott has been sharing her love of color and paint with a wide range of clients for twenty years. She has painted scenic art for Toronto’s Young People’s Theatre and the National Ballet of Canada, and she has worked with the Toronto District School Board creating mural projects with schoolchildren. Ellie is currently painting a series of portraits for her own initiative, Girls Stand Tall, which encourages young girls to believe in themselves and their dreams. This is her first picture book. Ellie lives in Toronto.
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